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Департамент государственной политики в области морского и речного
транспорта Минтранса России настоящим направляет:
- циркулярное письмо Международной морской организации (ИМО)
№ 4204/Add.6, которое содержит перечень рекомендаций для государств,
подготовленных международными ассоциациями морской индустрии, в отношении
обеспечения и облегчения морской торговли в условиях развития пандемии
COVID-19;
- циркулярные письма ИМО с информацией государств, включая Российскую
Федерацию (№ 4237), о срочных мерах, предпринятых в связи с пандемией
COVID-19.
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Circular Letter No.4204/Add.6
27 March 2020
To:

Subject:

All IMO Member States
United Nations and specialized agencies
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status with IMO
Coronavirus (COVID-19) – Preliminary list of recommendations for
Governments and relevant national authorities on the facilitation of
maritime trade during the COVID-19 pandemic

The Secretary-General wishes to refer to the outcome of the G20 Leaders Summit on
COVID-19 of 26 March 2020, which, inter alia, addressed international trade disruptions and
agreed as follows:
"Addressing International Trade Disruptions
Consistent with the needs of our citizens, we will work to ensure the flow of vital
medical supplies, critical agricultural products, and other goods and services across
borders, and work to resolve disruptions to the global supply chains, to support the
health and well-being of all people.
We commit to continue working together to facilitate international trade and coordinate
responses in ways that avoid unnecessary interference with international traffic and
trade. Emergency measures aimed at protecting health will be targeted,
proportionate, transparent and temporary. We task our Trade Ministers to assess the
impact of the pandemic on trade.
We reiterate our goal to realize a free, fair, non-discriminatory, transparent,
predictable and stable trade and investment environment, and to keep our markets
open."
Consistent with this important communication from G20 leaders, the Secretary-General has
received a Preliminary list of recommendations for Governments and relevant national
authorities on the facilitation of maritime trade during the COVID-19 pandemic, proposed by a
broad cross section of global industry associations with consultative status representing the
maritime transportation sector: ICS, BIMCO, CLIA, FONASBA, IACS, IAPH, IMCA, IMEC,
INTERCARGO, INTERFERRY, INTERMANAGER, INTERTANKO, IPTA, ITF, P&I Clubs and
WSC, in response to the coronavirus outbreak. Member States and international organizations
are invited, as appropriate, to make use of the annexed recommendations.
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The Secretary-General also wishes to reiterate the message contained in his most recent
statement concerning the pandemic which, for ease of reference, is set out below:
"In these difficult times, the ability for shipping services and seafarers to deliver vital
goods, including medical supplies and foodstuffs, will be central to responding to, and
eventually overcoming, this pandemic.
It is, therefore, crucially important that the flow of commerce by sea should not be
unnecessarily disrupted. At the same time, the safety of life at sea and protection of
the marine environment must also remain paramount.
One of the goals of IMO, as stated in its Convention, is to ensure availability of
shipping services to the commerce of the world, for the benefit of humanity. I urge all
IMO Member States to bear this in mind when framing their policy decisions with
regard to the coronavirus. Defeating the virus must be the first priority, but global
trade, in a safe, secure and environmentally friendly manner must be able to continue,
too.
We must also remember the hundreds of thousands of seafarers on ships. They are,
unwittingly, on the front line of this global calamity. Their professionalism ensures that
the goods we all need are delivered – safely and with minimal impact on our precious
environment. These are people, usually far from home and family. Their own health
and welfare is as important as that of anyone else.
Again, I urge a practical and pragmatic approach, in these unusual times, to issues
like crew changeovers, resupply, repairs, survey and certification and licensing of
seafarers.
Together with our industry partners and colleagues in the World Health Organization,
IMO has been developing and issuing practical advice and guidance on a variety of
technical and operational matters related to the coronavirus. You can find this on our
website, and we will be updating this as appropriate as the situation develops.
I will personally be initiating a series of meetings and consultations with leaders from
shipping, ports and other key related sectors so that we can all better understand the
issues being faced and develop sensible, practical and unified solutions.
I have spoken many times of our "voyage together". Never has the spirit of those
words been more important than it is now."
***
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ANNEX
PRELIMINARY LIST OF RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GOVERNMENTS AND RELEVANT
NATIONAL AUTHORITIES ON THE FACILITATION OF MARITIME TRADE
DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
The Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic is a global public health crisis, the response to which
by Governments requires the maintenance of global supply chains to ensure that the world's
medical supplies, food, energy and raw materials, as well as manufactured goods and
components vital to the preservation of employment, continue to reach their intended
destinations. In this time of global crisis, it is more important than ever to keep supply chains
open and maritime trade, transport and services moving.
Maritime transport carries around 90% of world trade, so it is vital that Governments facilitate
the continuing operation of shipping, and ports under their jurisdiction, to allow the transport of
marine cargoes so that supply chains are not disrupted and to allow the global economy, and
society as a whole, to continue to function throughout the pandemic.
As Governments around the world are implementing policies and measures to protect public
health and address COVID-19, it is important that these are developed without the introduction
of obstacles to ship and port operations, including the movement of seafarers and marine
personnel (as defined, inter alia, by relevant IMO instruments or the ILO Maritime Labour
Convention, 2006) for the purposes of crew change, as well as the wider functionality of port
ecosystems (terminals, warehouses, rail and trucking, etc.).
Ships and ports need to remain fully operational, in order to maintain complete functionality of
supply chains. Governments and their relevant national authorities should therefore engage
with appropriate stakeholders within their national shipping and ports sectors to discuss
arrangements for the continued facilitation of international maritime trade, including port
hinterland connections.
The purpose of this document is to provide some preliminary recommendations that may assist
Governments and their relevant national authorities to take a pragmatic and practical approach
to the facilitation of shipping and port operations during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Providing access to berths in ports
Governments and national authorities are strongly encouraged to ensure that all visiting
commercial ships continue to have access to berths in port and terminals, and that quarantine
restrictions are not imposed on the ship itself which prevent access to a berth and the timely
discharge and/or loading of cargoes or other critical activities.
Measures to facilitate crew changes in ports
Governments and relevant national authorities are recommended to:
•

Designate professional seafarers and marine personnel, regardless of nationality
when in their jurisdiction, as "key workers" providing an essential service.

•

Grant professional seafarers and marine personnel with any necessary and
appropriate exemptions from national travel or movement restrictions in order to
facilitate their joining or leaving ships.
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•

Accept, inter alia, official seafarers' identity documents, discharge books, STCW
certificates, seafarer employment agreements and letters of appointment from
the maritime employer, as evidence of being a professional seafarer, where
necessary, for the purposes of crew changes.

•

Permit professional seafarers and marine personnel to disembark ships in port
and transit through their territory (i.e. to an airport) for the purposes of crew
changes and repatriation.

•

Implement appropriate approval and screening protocols for seafarers seeking to
disembark ships for the purposes of crew changes and repatriation.

•

Provide information to ships and crews on basic protective measures against
COVID-19 based on WHO advice.*

Measures to facilitate port (and related) operations
Governments and relevant national authorities are recommended to:

*

•

Identify port workers, port authority and port service personnel, and, inter alia,
other vital ancillary personnel such as pilots, mooring tug and dredger crew, and
ship suppliers as "key workers" because they provide an essential service to
facilitating shipping and port operations to maintain the movement of cargoes and
the conduct of other vital economic activities, regardless of whether they are
public or private sector employees.

•

Ensure that any special requirements or pre-arrival information required from
arriving ships, due to measures introduced in response to COVID-19, are
effectively shared and communicated as quickly as possible to international
shipping and all relevant stakeholders such as ships' agents, etc.

•

Promote the use of electronic solutions for ship-shore, administrative and
commercial interactions between all entities operating in a port and ships in order
to reduce the risks posed by interaction or the exchange of documents.

•

Ensure customs and border control stations in ports, and port health authorities,
are provided with sufficient resources to clear and process import and export
cargo shipments, ships and crew, taking into account any new protocols or
procedures enacted as a result of COVID-19 or for the fact that some port workers
may be in self-isolation, caring for others or ill themselves.

•

Have arrangements in place so that pilots can continue to embark and disembark
from visiting ships to which they are providing critical services to ensure safe
navigation.

•

Permit any essential ship's classification and statutory surveys and inspections
to be undertaken when these are necessary to allow ships to maintain
compliance, (notwithstanding any temporary extensions that may be granted by
Member States).

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public
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Measures to ensure health protection in ports
Governments and relevant national authorities are recommended to:
•

Request ships to report any cases of illness indicative of COVID-19 infection on
board as early as possible before arrival to the relevant authority in the port.

•

Advise ships to regularly monitor shipboard personnel while in port for the
exhibition of any symptoms associated with COVID-19, and report any changes
in circumstances of the health of shipboard personnel to the relevant authority in
the port.

•

Consider temporarily restricting shipboard personnel to the ship while in port
(except or until the situation permits otherwise) unless disembarking as part of a
crew change or to receive emergency medical attention not available on board
the ship.

•

Limit, as far as possible, the number of interactions with shipboard personnel by
entities in the port to only those critical and essential for the continued operation
and supply of the ship.

•

Provide information to port workers on basic protective measures against
COVID-19 based on WHO advice.

•

Ensure those working in ports and having access to ships are provided with
appropriate personal protection equipment (which could include masks, hand
sanitizers and other means of preventing the spread of the virus) prior to contact
with seafarers.

•

Request port authorities and port workers to comply with any screening or other
protocols or procedures introduced by visiting ships to address COVID-19.

•

Provide seafarers with access to emergency medical treatment ashore in the
event of medical emergencies.

Reference is also invited to the following previously issued IMO Circular Letter:
•

Circular Letter No.4204/Add.1 – Covid-19 – Implementation and Enforcement of
relevant IMO Instruments.
___________
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Circular Letter No.4225
20 March 2020
To:

All IMO Members
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status

Subject:

Communication from the Government of the Commonwealth of the
Bahamas

The Bahamas Maritime Authority sent the attached communication, dated 19 March 2020, with
the request that it is circulated by the Organization.
***

To: His Excellency Kitack Lim
Secretary General
International Maritime Organization
4 Albert Embankment
London SE1 7SR
19th March 2020
Secretary General,
Subject: The Bahamas Maritime Authority’s measures in relation to COVID-19
Firstly we applaud and support your call for practical and pragmatic approach to ensure that
the flow of commerce by sea is not be unnecessarily disrupted at this unprecedented time
when ships and the seafarers serving onboard are a critical part of the solution to overcome
the COVID-19 pandemic.
This is to inform you that The Bahamas Maritime Authority (BMA) has established Flag State
guidance and recommendations for fleet under the Bahamas flag, in light of the current
COVID-19 outbreak, which is a major global crisis affecting maritime transport.
Noting the invitation in IMO Circular Letter No.4204/Add.5 (17 March 2020), the BMA would
respectfully request that the Secretariat issues a Circular Letter to all Member States, NGO’s
and IGO’s, for circulation of the enclosed BMA Technical Alert No 20-03 Novel Coronavirus.
A copy of the latest version (BMA Technical Alert No 20-03, version 3.6, 19/03/2020) is
enclosed for your reference and parties can obtain the most updated guidance from the
BMA website : https://www.bahamasmaritime.com/publications/technical-alerts/
The BMA would like to thank you in advance for your effort and takes this opportunity to
assure you of its highest cooperation.
Kind regards,

Dwain E. Hutchinson,
Managing Director & CEO.
Cc: His Excellency Ellison Greenslade,
Bahamas High Commissioner and Bahamas Permanent Representative to IMO
120 Old Broad Street
London | EC2N 1AR | UK
T: + 44 (0) 20 7562 1300 (main)
E: london@bahamasmaritime.com
www.bahamasmaritime.com

TECHNICAL ALERT 20-03
Version No.
Issue Date

3.6
19/03/2020

COVID-19
1.

Purpose

1.1.

This Technical Alert is issued by the Bahamas Maritime Authority (BMA) to provide
information on COVID-19 (formerly called novel coronavirus or 2019-nCoV).

2.

Introduction

2.1.

As widely reported, COVID-19 has been associated with an outbreak of pneumonia
type illness and cases are being reported worldwide.

2.2.

Coronaviruses (CoV) are a large family of viruses that cause illness ranging from the
common cold to more severe diseases, such as, Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
(MERS-CoV) and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS-CoV). These viruses are
zoonotic, meaning that they are transmitted between animals and people. A novel
coronavirus (nCoV) is a new strain which has not been previously identified in humans.

2.3.

Common signs of infection with this virus include:


respiratory symptoms,



fever,



cough,



shortness of breath and



breathing difficulties.

2.4.

In more severe cases, infection can cause:


pneumonia,



severe acute respiratory syndrome,



kidney failure and



even death.

2.5.

Standard recommendations to prevent the spread of this infection include:


regular proper hand washing,



covering mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing,



thoroughly cooking meat and eggs and



avoiding close contact with anyone showing symptoms of respiratory illness such
as coughing and sneezing.

TA 20-03 V3.6
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2.6.

The World Health Organization (WHO) declared the COVID-19 outbreak an
international pandemic (a worldwide occurrence of the virus) on 11 March 2020. The
situation is evolving daily.

2.7.

Owners/operators should ensure that standard recommendations to prevent the
spread of infection are implemented on their ships.

2.8.

Owners/operators should also ensure that they are aware of any local reporting
requirements in their ships’ areas of operation, in case of any crew members or
passengers showing signs of infection.

2.9.

Prior to entering ports identified as having been affected by the outbreak of COVID-19
owners/operators should make appropriate risk assessments and take appropriate
measures.

3.

Travel to The Bahamas

3.1.

As of 14 February 2020, any foreign nationals who have visited China, South
Korea, Italy and Iran in the last 20 days will be denied entry into the country.
From 19 March 2020 this will be extended to foreign nationals from the United
Kingdom, Ireland and Europe.

3.2.

All residents returning to The Bahamas will be strictly quarantined and monitored for
development of symptoms for the duration of the incubation period.

TA 20-03 V3.6
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4.

Travel to Other Countries

4.1.

Numerous travel restrictions are being put in place.

4.2.

Be diligent, pay attention and equip yourself with travel advisory information related
to COVID-19 before you travel.

4.3.

If during, or after your travel, symptoms of respiratory illness are experienced, you are
encouraged to immediately contact a medical provider who will guide you as to your
next steps. Be ready to give your full travel history to health care providers.

5.

Actions to be taken in case of suspected cases

5.1.

Where COVID-19 is suspected, medical advice should be sought.

5.2.

The advice of public health authorities in the country where the ship is located when
cases are suspected should be sought and any instructions followed.

5.3.

Owners/operators are requested to report any suspected cases of COVID-19 to the
BMA by email: casualty@bahamasmaritime.com.

6.

Extensions, postponements, etc.

6.1.

Seafarer Employment

6.1.1.

In cases where crew members may have to exceed the 12 months or contractual
period onboard as stated in their original Seafarers’ Employment Agreement (SEA)
because of travel restrictions imposed due to the outbreak of the corona virus, The
Bahamas will consider such extensions to be force majeure and therefore not a breach
of the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, (MLC) as amended.

6.1.2.

In such cases, an entry shall be made in the ship’s Official Logbook describing the
situation and listing the crew members who have had to extend their stay.

6.1.3.

A new SEA shall be arranged for the crewmembers in question, and it shall be stated
that the seafarers are entitled to repatriation at no cost to the seafarer at one week’s
notice.

6.2.

Expired Medical Certificates

6.2.1.

If a seafarer’s medical certificate expires, the certificate can be extended for up to 3
months or until a new certificate can be issued, whatever comes first. Should this
situation go beyond three months, further advice will be provided.

TA 20-03 V3.6
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6.2.2.

If a medical certificate expires, an entry is to be made in the Official Logbook with
reasons why it is necessary to extend the certificate.

6.3.

Expired STCW Certificates

6.3.1.

If STCW certificates expire please contact the issuing State of the certificate for
extension of Certificates of Competency (CoCs). BMA will endorse such extensions as
necessary.

6.3.2.

For Certificates of Proficiency (CoP’s), please contact the BMA at
stcw@bahamasmaritime.com.

6.3.3.

Details of any expired STCW certificates are to be recorded in the Official Logbook.

6.4.

Seaman’s Record Books

6.4.1.

The BMA is currently restricted in the use of courier and mail services to send
seaman’s record books to clients.

6.4.2.

Where seafarers are not in possession of a Seaman’s Record Book, the BMA requests
that the Master issues a Record of Service as stipulated in paragraphs 3.3 and 3.4 of
BMA Information Bulletin No. 107.

6.4.3.

Notwithstanding the above, the BMA will still issue Seaman’s Record Books and clients
are encouraged to apply online through the BORIS electronic system. When the
Seaman’s Record Book is issued the BMA will send an electronic copy to the client to
be used onboard.

6.4.4.

The BMA will send the original Seaman’s Record Books by courier as normal when full
access to courier services is available.

6.4.5.

Sea service may be transferred to the Seaman’s Record Book from the Record of
Service either by the Master who signed the Record of Service or by the Company.

6.5.

Bahamas Initial, Annual and Pre-Registration Inspections

6.5.1.

BMA inspectors have been instructed not to put themselves at risk and likewise not to
put ship's crews at risk - this means they will follow the guidance of the health
authorities in the country where they are located and may decline to attend ships.

6.5.2.

Where an initial or annual inspection cannot be carried out before the end of the
inspection window, the owner/operator shall advise the BMA Inspections & Surveys
department (tech@bahamasmaritime.com), providing full supporting information.
Inspections should be carried out at the first port where an inspector is available.
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6.5.3.

The requirement for pre-registration inspections is waived for 3 months from 16 March
2020 for ships up to 20 years of age. Ships over 20 years of age will be considered on a
case by case basis and inspection requirements will be advised by BMA. For ships over
12 years of age, a pre-purchase or condition report should be submitted where
available.

6.5.4.

Notwithstanding para 6.5.3, all ships proposed for registration, with the exception of
new builds, remain subject to a pre-registration technical documentation review.

6.6.

Surveys

6.6.1.

Where a surveyor is not able to undertake scheduled surveys due to restrictions
imposed by COVID-19, including cancellation of scheduled dry docking and/or bottom
survey, and remote survey is not practicable, the BMA authorises its Recognised
Organisations to consider applications for extension/postponement under force
majeure or unforeseen exceptional circumstances and administratively issue short
term statutory certificates for up to 3 months. This is to be followed up by a physical
survey at the earliest opportunity.

6.6.2.

For statutory surveys delegated to Bahamas Recognised Organisations, the
Recognised Organisation shall consider the application, which should include full
supporting information, prior to issuing short-term certification. The Master shall
provide a statement to the Recognised Organisation confirming the structure or
equipment to be surveyed remains fit for purpose and has not been subject to any
damage.

6.6.3.

Where the structure or equipment to be surveyed does not remain fit for purpose, or
has suffered damage, or the Recognised Organisation does not support the
application, the Recognised Organisation shall provide full details to the BMA. The
BMA will consider on a case-by-case basis and provide instructions to the Recognised
Organisation.

6.7.

ISM and ISPS Internal Audits

6.7.1.

Timely completion of ISM internal audits is amongst the most frequently reported
difficulties. The BMA therefore temporarily permits extensions to annual ISM internal
audits for up to 3 months, as per para 5.6 of BMA Information Bulletin 23 and para 12.1
of the ISM Code, in cases where it is not physically possible to attend and remote audit
is not practicable. This is to be followed up by a physical audit at the earliest
opportunity.
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6.7.2.

The Company Security Officer may postpone internal ISPS audits for up to 3 months in
cases where it is not physically possible to attend, and remote audit is not practicable.
This is to be followed up by a physical audit at the earliest opportunity.

6.8.

ISM External Audits

6.8.1.

For interim ISM DOC and SMC audits where it is not physically possible to attend and
remote audit is not practicable, the BMA may permit the issue of interim DOC/SMC
upon receipt by the Recognised Organisation of a statement from the
Company/Master confirming that the safety management system is in place and
meets the objectives of paragraph 1.2.3 of the ISM Code. This is to be followed up by a
physical audit at the earliest opportunity.

6.8.2.

For initial ISM DOC and SMC audits where it is not physically possible to attend and
remote audit is not practicable, the BMA permits the issue of a second interim
DOC/SMC for up to 6 months upon receipt by the Recognised Organisation of a
statement from the Company/Master confirming that the safety management system
meets the objectives of paragraph 1.2.3 of the ISM Code. This is to be followed up by a
physical audit at the earliest opportunity.

6.8.3.

For SMC and DOC periodical audits, if these are not completed within the range date
the certificate ceases to be valid as per ISM Code. In such circumstances, the
Recognised Organisation may issue a new SMC or DOC valid for 3 months or until the
audit can take place, whichever comes first.

6.8.4.

For SMC and DOC renewal audits, and noting the provisions of ISM Code 13.14, the
BMA authorises its Recognised Organisations to issue 3-month extensions, where
requested by the Company, to existing SMC and DOC Certificates.

6.9.

ISPS External Audits

6.9.1.

For interim ISSC audits where it is not physically possible to attend and remote audit is
not practicable, the BMA may permit the issue of an interim ISSC upon receipt by the
Recognised Organisation of a statement from the Company Security Officer AND Ship
Security Officer confirming that:

i.

A Ship Security Assessment has been completed.

ii.

A copy of the Ship Security Plan (SSP) is on board and there is evidence that the SSP
has been submitted to the Recognised Organisation for approval.

iii.

the security measures identified in the Ship Security Plan are in place and the
provisions of paragraph 19.4.2 of the ISPS Code have been met.
This is to be followed up by a physical audit at the earliest opportunity.
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6.9.2.

For initial ISSC audits where it is not physically possible to attend and remote audit is
not practicable, the BMA permits the issue of a second interim ISSC for up to 6 months
upon receipt by the Recognised Organisation of a statement from the Company
Security Officer AND Ship Security Officer, as per 6.9.1.i to iii.
This is to be followed up by a physical audit at the earliest opportunity.

6.9.3.

For ISSC intermediate audits, if these are not completed within the range date the
certificate ceases to be valid as per ISPS Code A19.3.8. In such circumstances, the
Recognised Organisation may issue a new SMC or ISSC valid for 3 months or until the
audit can take place, whichever comes first.

6.9.4.

With regards to ISSC renewal audits, noting the provisions of ISPS Code A-19.3.5, the
BMA authorises its Recognised Organisations to issue 3 month extensions, where
requested by the Company, to existing ISSC Certificates.

6.10.

Maritime Labour Inspections

6.10.1.

For interim MLC inspections where it is not physically possible to attend and remote
inspection is not practicable, the BMA permits the issue of an interim MLC for up to 6
months upon receipt by the Recognised Organisation of a statement from the
Company/Master confirming that:

i.

the applicable requirements of MLC 2006 have been met.

ii.

An approved Declaration of Maritime Labour Compliance Part I is on board or
evidence provided that it has been requested from the BMA.

iii.

DMLC Part II is available in draft or evidence provided that it has been submitted to
the Recognised Organisation.
This is to be followed up by a physical audit at the earliest opportunity.

6.10.2.

For initial MLC inspections where it is not physically possible to attend and remote
audit is not practicable, the BMA permits the issue of a second interim MLC for up to 6
months upon receipt by the Recognised Organisation of a statement from the
Company/Master, as per 6.10.1.i to iii.
This is to be followed up by a physical audit at the earliest opportunity.

6.10.3.

MLC 2006 does not provide for the issue of extensions to existing MLC Certificates
without inspection. However, in this exceptional situation, the BMA authorises its
Recognised Organisations to administratively issue a short-term Maritime Labour
Certificate for 3 months in cases where the renewal or intermediate inspection cannot
be conducted due to COVID19 restrictions.
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6.10.4.

The Recognised Organisation shall state that the certificate has been issued to allow
the ship to continue on its intended voyage and complete the inspection at the first
port where inspectors are available. When the renewal or intermediate inspection has
been completed a full-term Maritime Labour Certificate may be issued with its expiry
date not later than 5 years from the expiry date of the original full-term Maritime
Labour Certificate.

6.11.

Remote audits and surveys

6.11.1.

The BMA will consider requests for remote audits and surveys where supported by the
Recognised Organisation.

6.12.

The Recognised Organisation shall provide a weekly report to the BMA (by email to
tech@bahamasmaritime.com) of actions taken under paragraphs 6.6 to 6.10. The
weekly report should be submitted by 1730UTC on the Wednesday of the following
week.

6.13.

The temporary measures described in paragraphs 6.5 to 6.10 will remain in place for 3
months from 16 March 2020 and are subject to review as the situation develops.

7.

Certificates and Documents

7.1.

Hard copy certificates will continue to be provided by the BMA as usual, provided that
postal/courier services remain in operation.

7.2.

The BMA may issue scanned copies of hard copy certificates in order to ensure that
ships have copies of current documents on board.

7.3.

The validity of any certificate can be verified by contacting the BMA.
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8.

Further information

8.1.

Bahamas Ministry of Health:
i.

8.2.

World Health Organization:
i.

Rolling Updates

ii.

Information and Guidance on COVID-19

8.3.

8.4.

Home Page

International Maritime Organization:
i.

Circular Letter No.4204 (31 January 2020)

ii.

Circular Letter No.4204/Add.1 (19 February 2020)

iii.

Circular Letter No.4204/Add.2 (21 February 2020)

iv.

Circular Letter No.4204/Add.3 (02 March 2020)

v.

Circular Letter No.4204/Add.4 (05 March 2020)

vi.

Circular Letter No.4204/Add.5 (17 March 2020)
Further information is also available from a number of industry bodies, governmental
and inter-governmental agencies.

9.

Validity

9.1.

This Technical Alert is valid until further notice.
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Circular Letter No.4226
20 March 2020
To:

Subject:

All IMO Members
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status
Communication from the Government of Canada

The High Commission of Canada sent the attached communication, dated 19 March 2020, with the
request that it is circulated by the Organization.
***

ANNEX 1

Canada House
Trafalgar Square
London SW1Y 5BJ
19 March 2020
Secretary General
International Maritime Organization
4 Albert Embankment
London SE1 7SR
United Kingdom
Dear Secretary General:
Re:

Extending the Validity of Canadian Marine Personnel Certificates

In light of the COVID-19 situation and Circular Letter 4204/Add.5, please find
attached a Canadian Ship Safety Bulletin on “Extending the Validity of Canadian
Marine Personnel Certificates.” I would appreciate it if you could you circulate this
document to IMO member States and observer organizations.
Yours sincerely,

Janice Charette
High Commissioner and Permanent
Representative of Canada to IMO

***
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ANNEX 2

SHIP SAFETY
BULLETIN

Bulletin No.:
RDIMS No.:
Date:

03/2020
16367208
2020-03-16
Y-M-D

We issue Ship Safety Bulletins for the marine community. Visit our Website at www.tc.gc.ca/ssb-bsn
to view existing bulletins and to sign up to receive e-mail notices of new ones.

Extending the Validity of Canadian Marine
Personnel Certificates

Subject:

Purpose
In order to alleviate pressures tied to community based mitigation measures surrounding
Covid19, Transport Canada Marine Safety and Security (TCMSS) will grant a general extension
for the validity of the following marine personnel certificates:
 Certificates of Competency;
 Certificates of Proficiency;
 Provisional Marine Medical Certificates; and,
 Marine Medical Certificates
Scope
TCMSS has received several indications that seafarers may experience challenges completing
courses required for the renewal of certain marine personnel certificates or access to medical
examinations. This could be caused by community based mitigation measures such as school
closures, social distancing, or travel restrictions.
As a result, TCMSS will grant a general extension to the validity of all Certificates of
Competency, Certificates of Proficiency, Provisional Medical Certificates and Marine Medical
Certificate, which are required by the Marine Personnel Regulations.

Keywords:
1.
2.
3.

Questions concerning this Bulletin should be addressed to:

Coronovirus
Certificate of proficiency
Medical certificate

Transport Canada
Marine Safety and Security
Tower C, Place de Ville
330 Sparks Street, 10th Floor
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0N8

Contact us at: marinesafety-securitemaritime@tc.gc.ca or 1-855-859-3123 (Toll Free).

–2–

Background
Certificates of Competency and Certificates of Proficiency
As of March 16, 2020, the validity of Canadian Certificates of Competency and Proficiency
which will expire before September 1, 2020, are granted an extended validity of 6 months (from
date of expiry). The individual seafarer will not be required to submit an application.
The extended validity has been granted in order to provide sufficient time for the situation to get
back to normal, and to avoid reduced capacity issues when new courses are offered.
Provisional Marine Medical Certificates and Marine Medical Certificates
As of March 16, 2020, the validity of Marine Medical Certificates and Provisional Marine
Medical Certificates, which will expire before September 1, 2020, are granted an extended
validity of 6 months (from date of expiry). The individual seafarer will not have to submit an
application for the extension.

***
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BULLETIN DE LA
SÉCURITÉ DES NAVIRES
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Bulletin–No
SGDDI–No
Date:

03/2020
16369492
2020-03-16
A-M-J

Nous fournissons les bulletins de la sécurité des navires à la communauté maritime. Visitez notre site Web à l’adresse
www.tc.gc.ca/bsn-ssb pour voir les bulletins existants et aussi vous inscrire pour recevoir par courriel les nouveaux bulletins.

Objet :

Prolongation de la validité des certificats
du personnel maritime canadien

Objectif
Afin de diminuer les pressions liées aux mesures d’atténuation communautaires entourant Covid19, la
Sûreté et la Sécurité Maritimes de Transports Canada (SSMTC) accordera une prolongation générale
de la validité des certificats du personnel maritime suivants:
 Les brevets de compétence;
 Les certificats d’aptitude;
 Les certificats médicaux maritimes; et
 Les certificats médicaux maritimes provisoires.
Portée
SSMTC comprend que les gens de mer peuvent rencontrer des difficultés pour suivre les cours requis
pour le renouvellement de certains certificats et brevets du personnel maritime ou pour accéder aux
examens médicaux. Cela pourrait être causé par des mesures d’atténuation communautaires telles que
la fermeture d’écoles, l’éloignement social ou les restrictions de voyage.
Par conséquent, SSMTC accordera une prolongation générale de la validité de tous les brevets de
compétence, certificats d’aptitude, certificats médicaux maritimes et certificats médicaux maritimes
provisoires, qui sont exigés par le Règlement pour le personnel maritime.

Mots clés :
1.
2.
3.

Coronaviru
Certificat d’aptitude
Certificats medicaux

Les demandes de renseignements sur le présent bulletin doivent être adressées comme suit :

Transports Canada
Sécurité et sûreté maritime
Place de Ville, Tour C
330, rue Sparks, 11ième étage
Ottawa (Ontario) K1A 0N8

Contactez-nous au: securitemaritime-marinesafety@tc.gc.ca ou 1-855-859-3123 (Sans frais).

–2–

Ce que vous devez savoir
Brevets de compétence et certificats d’aptitude
À compter du 16 mars 2020, une prolongation de six mois est octroyée à la validité des brevets
canadiens de compétence et d’aptitude qui expireront avant le 1er septembre 2020 (prolongation de
six mois de la date d’expiration). Le marin ne sera pas tenu de présenter une demande individuelle.
Cette prolongation de la validité a été accordée afin de donner suffisamment de temps à la situation
pour revenir à la normale, et d’éviter des problèmes dues à la capacité réduite lorsque de nouveaux
cours seront offerts.
Certificats médicaux maritimes et certificats médicaux maritimes provisoires
À compter du 16 mars 2020, une prolongation de six mois est octroyée à la validité des certificats
médicaux maritimes et des certificats médicaux maritimes provisoires, qui expireront avant le 1er
septembre 2020 (prolongation de six mois de la date d’expiration). Le marin n’aura pas à présenter
une demande de prolongation individuelle.

___________
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Circular Letter No.4228
23 March 2020
To:

Subject:

All IMO Members
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status
Communication from the Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands

The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands sent the attached communication,
dated 20 March 2020, with the request that it is circulated by the Organization.
***

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Contingency Plan and Guidelines

Human Environment and
Transport Inspectorate
Shipping Certification,
Coordination and Plan
Approval
Zwijndrecht
Postbus 16191
2500 BD Den Haag
Contact
Human Environment and
Transport Inspectorate
nsi-tez-kv@ilent.nl
Date
19 March 2020

Scope
This contingency plan applies to all ships flying the flag of the Netherlands,
including fishing trawlers > 75 meter.
Whilst compiling this section of the contingency plan and guidelines the Human
Environment and Transport Inspectorate has taken IMO Circular Letter
No.4204/Add.5 of 17 March 2020 into account.
Background
Since the outbreak of the coronavirus disease in 2019 (COVID-19), the Human
Environment and Transport Inspectorate has received inquiries from ship-owners
and Recognized Organizations (RO’s) regarding postponement of inspections and
extending the validity of mandatory certificates due to difficulties caused by the
COVID-19 outbreak. This includes an extension of statutory certificates or
postponement of bottom inspections as a result of unavailable dry-dock facilities
as well as timely completion of ISM Internal Audits and ISM/ISPS/MLC periodical
verifications. Certificates of Competency, Certificates of Proficiency and Minimum
Safe Manning Documents are taken into account as well.
Travelling, both nationally and internationally, has become increasingly difficult as
travel bans have been imposed. Combined travel restrictions given by
governments and companies cause difficulties with providing ships surveyors.
Furthermore, numerous shipyards are not able to accommodate vessels, even for
booked and planned inspections and surveys which require dry-docking.
Based on the above conditions, the Human Environment and Transport
Inspectorate considers the COVID-19 outbreak to be a force majeure situation.
For the Human Environment and Transport Inspectorate, the main focus is that
ships registered under the flag of the Netherlands are able to continue to operate
despite possible expired certificates caused by the current COVID-19 situation.
Survey and Certification of ships flying the Dutch flag
The shipowner is responsible to ensure that all ships are operating
according to all applicable regulations.
The Human Environment and Transport Inspectorate has decided that all ships’
certificates which expire before June 19th 2020 will remain valid for 3 months
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without approval from the Human Environment and Transport Inspectorate or the
RO.
The extension will also apply to certificates issued by service providers conducting
services on behalf of the Administration or RO, including, but not limited to
service providers re-certifying life-saving equipment, fire-fighting equipment or
radio equipment.
The subject ship certificates are not required to be replaced by new certificates on
which the extended date of expiry is stated.

Human Environment and
Transport Inspectorate
Shipping Certification,
Coordination and Plan
Approval
Date
19 March 2020

The above also applies in relation to expiration of the validity of certificates due to
the fact that required annual / periodical / intermediate / renewal surveys cannot
be held within the expiry of the window by June 19th 2020.
In such cases where surveys are to be held / completed outside the time window,
Human Environment and Transport Inspectorate will agree with that. The
appropriate text for restore shall be used in these cases. The scope of survey that
is to be used, may be the same as if subject survey would have been held within
the original window.
Furthermore, the annual ISM internal audits are postponed for 3 months, as
described in paragraph 12.1 of the ISM Code in cases where audits cannot be
carried out due to travel restrictions imposed by COVID19.
The ship owner shall notify the RO’s Netherlands branch office in case they make
use of the above- mentioned provision.
All cases shall be reported afterwards by the RO and sent to: nsi-tez-kv@ilent.nl
A Statement of this special arrangement can be found on the ILT website
(www.ilent.nl) which can be shown if a ship flying the Dutch flag is inspected.
Joining and Repatriation of seafarers from ships
The instructions and restrictions issued by several affected countries is constantly
updated.
Many Governments have now introduced national and local restrictions such as:
-

Delayed port clearance
Prevention of crew or passengers from embarking or disembarking which
makes shore leave and crew changes impossible
Prevention of unloading or loading cargo or stores, or taking on fuel,
water, food and supplies
Imposition of quarantine or refusal of port entry to ships in extreme cases

Passengers at airports can be screened before boarding an aircraft or they are
obliged to fill in a health check questionnaire as well as a thermal scan test. The
Master should verify with the local port authority if crew change or repatriation is
possible.
Exemptions to the Minimum Safe Manning Document (MSMD)
If a crew member needs to leave the ship due to urgent circumstances and
cannot be replaced immediately due to COVID-19 travel restrictions, a
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dispensation can be requested for with the use of the form: “Application for
temporary exemption for crew composition”, which can be downloaded from:
https://english.ilent.nl/documents/forms/2016/10/20/form-applicationtemporary-exemption-for-crew-composition (English) or
https://www.ilent.nl/onderwerpen/aanvragencertificaten/documenten/formulieren/2016/10/20/formulier-aanvraag-tijdelijkeontheffing-bemanningssamenstelling (Dutch).

Human Environment and
Transport Inspectorate
Shipping Certification,
Coordination and Plan
Approval
Date
19 March 2020

Subject temporary dispensation for the crew composition will have a period of
validity of at least three months.
Issue or Revalidation of a Dutch Certificate of Competency (CoC) or a
Certificate of Proficiency (CoP) for tankers, Polar Code or IGF
In order to face community based mitigation measures surrounding
COVID-19, the Human Environment and Transport Inspectorate will
grant a general extension for the validity of the following merchant
marine personnel certificates:

•
•

Certificates of Competency;
Certificates of Proficiency;

The Human Environment and Transport Inspectorate has
received several indications that seafarers may experience
challenges completing STCW training courses required for the
renewal of certain merchant marine personnel certificates. This
could be caused by community based mitigation measures such
as school closures, social distancing, or travel restrictions.
As a result, the Human Environment and Transport Inspectorate
will grant a general extension to the validity of all Certificates of
Competency and Certificates of Proficiency which are required by
the Dutch Manning Act and accompanying legislation.
As of March 19th 2020, the validity of Dutch Certificates of Competency and Proficiency which will expire before June 19th 2020, are granted an extended
validity of 4 months (from date of expiry). The individual seafarer will not be
required to submit an application for renewal pending the COVID-19 related
restrictions. After the period of 4 months, it will be evaluated if this period will
be extended for another period of 4 months.
The extended validity has been granted in order to provide sufficient time for the
situation to get back to normal, and to avoid reduced capacity issues when new
STCW courses are offered.
For the sake of good order it is noted that Kiwa Register provides the possibility
of digitally applying for a Dutch Certificate of Competency. This service will
remain in place for seafarers who are in a position to submit such an application.
For more information see: https://www.kiwaregister.nl/productpaginascheepvaart
As soon as new Certificates of Competency and Certificates of Proficiency can be
issued, their period of validity of five years will start from the expiry date of the
previous certificates
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Dutch Seaman’s Book
As of March 19th 2020 the validity of Dutch seaman’s books which will expire
before June 19th 2020, are granted also an extended validity of 4 months (from
date of expiry).
Certificates of Proficiency (CoP) for ratings

Human Environment and
Transport Inspectorate
Shipping Certification,
Coordination and Plan
Approval
Date
19 March 2020

CoPs for ratings of which the validity has been extended by a generic measure by
the subject administration will also remain to be accepted as valid for service on
board Dutch flagged ships.
Issue of a Recognition of a Certificate of Competency where a seafarer is
unable to disembark the ship
The validity of Dutch endorsements will be linked to the validity of the seafarer’s
national Certificate of Proficiency (CoP) or Certificate of Competence (CoC). If the
seafarer’s national CoC or CoP is renewed, it will be possible to apply for a new
endorsement at KIWA Register. The seafarer will then automatically be granted a
Certificate of Receipt of Application (CRA) and will be able to sail on Dutch ships
for up to 3 months.
However, when a seafarer is unable to apply for a new CoC in his home country,
he must request the maritime authority of the home country to issue a Statement
to prolong the validity of the original CoC for a limited period of several months
(e.g. three months). When such a Statement is provided, KIWA Register can
issue a (second) CRA to enable the seafarer to continue to work on board.
If the administration that has issued the seafarer's national CoC or CoP chooses a
general extension of the validity of the national CoC or CoP, the validity of the
Dutch endorsement issued based on the current CoC/CoP will automatically be
considered extended accordingly.
Also in this case, the seafarer will not be required to submit an application.
Seafarers with expired Certificates of Proficiency (= safety training)
For a Dutch CoC holder whose Safety Training certificates have expired or will
expire before June 19th 2020, are granted also an extended validity of 4
months (from date of expiry), provided that the certificates were valid on March
1st 2020.
A Statement of the above mentioned measure will be provided on the ILT website
(www.ilent.nl).
Maritime Labour Convention (MLC 2006)
Seafarers who are onboard a ship beyond their Seafarer Employment
Agreement (SEA) for reasons connected to COVID-19.
The company shall inform its seafarers at all times of the risks of infection, the
reasons why they must remain on board, the protective measures which have
been taken, and the arrangements for their repatriation.
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A SEA shall remain valid until the seafarer has been repatriated. If the SEA has
expired, the validity of the SEA must be extended or a new SEA shall be issued
and the reasons for this decision shall be documented. The company shall make
sure that the seafarers are repatriated at the first available opportunity. Any
extension of an SEA shall be recorded in the ship’s official logbook.
Shipowner liability

Human Environment and
Transport Inspectorate
Shipping Certification,
Coordination and Plan
Approval
Date
19 March 2020

Shipping companies remain liable for costs pending repatriation such as medical
care, crew transfer, isolation etc. If in doubt, please contact the financial security
provider to confirm that the insurance or other financial security is in place for
additional costs.
Seagoing service
All days spent on the ship when it is fully crewed and operational or warm layedup, although not carrying cargo, will be accepted as valid seagoing service for the
revalidation of the CoC.
Seafarer Medical Certificate
If a Seafarer Medical Certificate expires during the voyage or at a location where
it is not possible to obtain a new medical certificate, the medical certificate which
is expired can still be used for a period of maximum 3 months beyond the expiry
date, see Seafarer’s Act article 47:
(https://wetten.overheid.nl/jci1.3:c:BWBR0009124&hoofdstuk=4&paragraaf=2&a
rtikel=47&z=2020-01-01&g=2020-01-01)
Based on article 113 of the Seafarers Decree expired Seafarer Medical Certificates
with an expire date in between March 19th and June 19th 2020 are recognized
as valid Seafarer Medical Certificates.
For the application of a CoC at KIWA Register the Seafarer Medical Certificate
may be expired for maximum 3 months.
Port State Control
Port State Control has issued the TEMPORARY GUIDANCE RELATED TO COVID-19
FOR PORT STATE CONTROL AUTHORITIES on March 18th 2020 in which they
require that when a ship does not comply with the requirements of the surveys,
inspections and audits contained in the relevant convention instruments, the ship
must provide evidence to the port State that the Flag state has agreed to an
exceptional delay specific to COVID-19. There should also be evidence that the
ship has a plan that covers how the ship will be brought back into the regular
survey or audit cycle.
Important information
The Rijksinstituut voor Volksgezondheid en Milieu (RIVM) is leading in the
response of the Netherlands to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) global outbreak. The
latest news you can find here: https://www.rivm.nl/coronavirus/covid-19.
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Further information can be found on:
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
and in the Circular(s) issued by the IMO (ICS Coronavirus (COVID-19) Guidance
for ship operators for the protection of the health of seafarers)
For questions please contact: nsi-tez-kv@ilent.nl or 088-489 0000

Human Environment and
Transport Inspectorate
Shipping Certification,
Coordination and Plan
Approval
Date
19 March 2020

The Human Environment and Transport Inspectorate will notify the IMO
secretariat, the relevant stakeholders such as Port State Control MoU’s of this
contingency plan and guidance.
This contingency plan has been drawn up taking into account the current
information available concerning the Covid-19 crisis. Any significant
developments necessitating a revision of this document will be
considered by the Human Environment and Transport Inspectorate and
implemented accordingly.
The Minister of Infrastructure and Water Management,
On his behalf,
The Head of Department Human Environment and Shipping Licensing,

___________
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Circular Letter No.4230
24 March 2020
To:

Subject:

All IMO Members
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status
Communication from the Government of the Republic of Panama

The Permanent Mission of Panama sent the attached communication, dated 13 March 2020,
with the request that it is circulated by the Organization.
***

ANNEX

AUTORIDAD MARÍTIMA DE PANAMÁ

F-410
(DCCM)
V.00

(PANAMÁ MARITIME AUTHORITY)

DIRECCIÓN GENERAL DE MARINA MERCANTE
(GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF MERCHANT MARINE)

DEPARTAMENTO DE CONTROL Y CUMPLIMIENTO
(DEPARTMENT OF CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE)

Coronavirus and Seafarers employment agreement and Certificates
No.: MMN-03/2020

February, 2020.

1. The purpose of this Merchant Marine Notice is to inform that with the outbreak of the Novel
Coronavirus (COVID-19), the World Health Organization (WHO) declared a state of global health
emergency, causing massive uncertainty across the global trade, resulting in additional implication
for the regular shipping operations. The coronavirus outbreak has spread rapidly extended further to
several countries.
2. The effects of this outbreak are having a repercussion with the seafarers whose Certificate/s have
expired or will expire soon, where the companies are facing problems because their planned
disembarkation cannot be safely completed in ports affected by the outbreak of the Novel
Coronavirus.
3. As it has been determined with extensive travel restrictions to and within infected and non-infected
countries, moving personnel has become more difficult, resulting in harsh scrutinizing seafarers who
have recently visited affected areas.
4. This Administration considers appropriate to inform how to proceed in the following scenarios of
crew change:
4.1. If the seafarers employment agreement expires or will expire soon, an exception to Standard
A2.4.3 “Entitlement to leave”, and Standard A2.5.1.2(b) “Repatriation” of the Maritime Labour
Convention2006, will be granted in order to extend it.
4.2. In those cases where the change of crew, due to expiration of the Certificate/s, cannot be carried
out due to the Corona Virus outbreak, this Administration shall consider appropriate the
issuance of an Extension or Dispensation Letter evaluating the nature of the case.
5. In this sense, this Administration has determined the following instructions for the issuance of the
correspondent letter:
5.1. Extension of Seafarers employment Agreement
This letters to extend the Seafarers Employment Agreement shall be issued by the SEGUMAR
Offices, and shall submit the following requirements:
a) Email requesting the extension of the Certificate, including the particulars of the vessel,
crew name and position on board,
b) Copy of the Seafarer Employment Agreement (SEA) of each seafarer requesting the
extension

c) Crew List,
d) Copy of the Registry certificate
Be informed that the given exception letter according to this Marine Notice will be for a period of
three (3) months to continue being engaged f under their seafarers’ employment agreements beyond
a period of 11 months. The granted extension will be reviewed considering the condition of the
COVID-19.
It is understood that at the end of the extension provided by this Administration, all seafarers will
have the right to have their annual leave with pay, and to be duly repatriated, as prescribed by the
Standard A2.4.3, and Standard A2.5.1.2(b) of the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended.
5.2. Extension of Seafarers Certificates including Certificates of Endorsement
This letter shall be issued for the certificates issued by the Panama Maritime Authority under the
Regulation I/2 and I/10 of the STCW´78 Convention, as amended. This letters shall be issued by the
SEGUMAR Offices, and shall submit the following requirements:
e) Email requesting the extension of the Certificate, including the particulars of the vessel,
crew name and position on board,
f) For extension of certificate under regulation I/2, Copy of the Certificate/s issued by the
Panama Maritime Authority.
g) For the Extension of Certificates issued under regulation I/10, shall submitted the
Authoritzation letter of extension of the issuance Country and copy of the Home Country
License.
h) Crew List,
i)

Copy of the Registry Certificate

Be informed that the given extension according to this Marine Notice will be for a period of three
(3) months from the date of expiration of the certificate/s, and reviewed whether the granted
extension shall require additional period considering the condition of the (COVID-19).
5.3. Dispensation Letter
If any Third Party member of the STCW´78 Convention, who issued the Seafarers Certificate has
not extended it due to Corona Virus outbreak, this Administration shall grant a Dispensation Letter
to the capacity (rank) under the requirements stated in the Merchant Marine Circular No. 175 and
the form established by the circular MMC-191 “Crew Dispensation Form” shall be submitted along
with the following documents:
a)

Copy of the Certificate/s,

b) Crew List,
c) Copy of the Registry Certificate.

6. Please contact the SEGUMAR Offices of your convenience to the following e-mail addresses:
America
SEGUMAR Panama

msm@segumar.com

SEGUMAR Miami

segumar.miami@segumar.com

SEGUMAR Houston

offshore@segumar.com
Asia

SEGUMAR Tokyo

segumar@panaconsul-tokyo.com

SEGUMAR Imabari

segumar.imabari@segumar.com
rchacon@segumarimabari.jp

SEGUMAR Seoul

segumarseoul@segumar.com

SEGUMAR Busan

segumarbusan@segumar.com

SEGUMAR Singapore

segumar.sg@segumar.com

SEGUMAR Shanghai

segumar.shanghai@segumar.com

SEGUMAR Manila

segumar.manila@segumar.com
Europe

SEGUMAR Piraeus

segumarpg@segumar.com;

SEGUMAR Istanbul

segumarist@segumar.com

SEGUMAR Dubai

segumar.dubai@segumar.com

SEGUMAR London

segumar.uk@segumar.com

7. If the Medical Certificates expires, it shall continue in force in this exceptional circumstance for a
period of three (3) months from its expiry date (MLC, 2006 Standard A1.2.9).
8. Certificates of proficiency issued by an authorized Maritime Training Center of Panama in
accordance with the regulation V and VI of the STCW amended (except those issued under
regulation I/2) will be considered valid for a period of three (3) months from its expiry date.
9. Finally, this measure established would be revised accordingly to the condition of the Novel
Coronavirus (COVID-19) across the global trade in the maritime sector.

March, 2020 – Coronavirus Prevention Measures
February, 2020 – Coronavirus Prevention Measure.
Inquiries concerning the subject of this Circular or any other request should be directed to:
Certification Department / SEGUMAR
General Directorate of Seafarers / General Directorate of Merchant Marine
Panama Maritime Authority
Phone: (507) 501-5062 / 5010
E-mail: verification@amp.gob.pa / msm@segumar.com

PanCanal Building
Albrook, Panama City
Republic of Panama
Tel: (507) 501-5355 mmc@amp.gob.pa

___________

E
4 ALBERT EMBANKMENT
LONDON SE1 7SR
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7735 7611 Fax: +44 (0)20 7587 3210

Circular Letter No.4231
24 March 2020
To:

All IMO Members
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status

Subject:

Communications from the Governments of:
i
the Republic of Italy; and
ii
the Kingdom of Norway

The Embassy of the Republic of Italy and the Government of the Kingdom of Norway have sent
the attached communications, dated 20 March and 13 March 2020, respectively, with the request
that they are circulated by the Organization.
***

ANNEX 1

***

ANNEX 2
Our date
13.03.2020

Our reference
2020/28474-1

Inquiries to

Your reference

File no

Direct phone
+47 52 74 51 54

International Maritime Organization
SE 1 7 SR London
United Kingdom

Extension of certificates and vessel instructions for Norwegian-flagged ships and
seafarers due to COVID-19
The Norwegian Maritime Authority has, due the developing COVID-19 pandemic, adopted special measures for
its ships and seafarers serving on board Norwegian ships. Please find attached the specific measures that have
been adopted.
The Norwegian Maritime Authority would greatly appreciate it if these special measures could be circulated
among member States.

Yours faithfully,

Linda Bruås
Director

Haakon Storhaug
Senior Adviser

This document has been electronically approved and signed.

Encl.

Postal address:

Postboks 2222
N-5509 Haugesund

Telephone:
Telefax:

+47 52 74 50 00
+47 52 74 50 01

Office address:

Smedasundet 50A
N-5528 Haugesund

E-mail: post@sdir.no
Internet: www.sjofartsdir.no

Organization no: NO 974 761 262 MVA

Extension of certificates and vessel
instructions
The Norwegian Maritime Authority (NMA) has decided that certificates and
vessel instructions which expire before 12 June 2020 may be granted a 3‐month
extension without further approval from the NMA.
Regarding extension of statutory inspections and issuance/endorsement
of statutory certificates due to COVID-19
1. Scope
This technical note shall apply to all Norwegian flagged vessels registered in the Norwegian Ordinary
Ship Register (NOR) or the Norwegian International Ship Register (NIS), as well as all fishing vessels and
cargo ships of 8 to 15 metres having vessel instructions.

2. Background
Since the outbreak of the coronavirus disease in 2019 (COVID‐19), the Norwegian Maritime Authority
(NMA) has received inquiries from shipowners and Recognized Organizations (RO) regarding
postponement of inspections and extending the validity of mandatory certificates due to difficulties
caused by the COVID‐19 outbreak. This includes an extension of statutory certificates or postponement
of bottom inspections as a result of unavailable dry‐dock facilities.
Travelling, both nationally and internationally, has become more increasingly difficult as travel bans
have been imposed. Combined travel restrictions given by governments and companies cause
difficulties with providing inspectors when needed. Furthermore, numerous of shipyards cannot
accommodate vessels, even for booked and planned inspections and surveys which require dry‐dock.
Based on the above conditions, the NMA considers the COVID‐19 outbreak to be a force majeure
situation.
For the NMA, the main focus is that ships registered in NOR or NIS to the extent possible shall not be
out of operation due to possible expired certificates caused by the current and probable COVID‐19
situation.
3. Relevant references
IMO Circular Letter No. 4204/Add.1
IMO Circular Letter No. 4204/Add.2
IMO Circular Letter No. 4204/Add.3
IMO Circular Letter No. 4204/Add.4

4. Extension of certificates
While all reasonable steps should be taken to ensure that certificates are kept valid and inspections are
performed, the NMA will accept that for vessels for which the time frame of endorsement or renewal
of certificates is before 12 June 2020, a 3‐month extension may be granted without further approval
from the NMA.
The extension will also apply to certificates provided by companies providing services to the
Administration or RO, including, but not limited to service providers re‐certifying life‐saving equipment,
fire‐fighting equipment or radio control.

5. Instruction to RO
While all reasonable efforts should be taken to ensure that statutory certificates are kept valid, ROs are
hereby authorized to grant extension as described in paragraph 4 above.
The NMA shall be kept informed of when and to which vessels the extension under paragraph 4 are
issued.

6. Notification
The NMA will notify IMO, relevant stakeholders such as Port State MOU’s of the above decision.

____________
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Circular Letter No.4232
24 March 2020
To:

All IMO Members
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status

Subject:

Communications from the Governments of:
i
Georgia;
ii
The Republic of Poland; and
iii
Ukraine

The Embassies of Georgia, the Republic of Poland and Ukraine have sent the attached
communications, dated 23 March, 20 March and 23 March 2020 respectively, with the request that
they are circulated by the Organization.
***

ANNEX 1

9917-88-2-202003231736

N 88/9917
23/03/2020

To: Mr Kitack Lim
Secretary-General
International Maritime Organization

Dear Secretary-General,
In my capacity of the Permanent Representative of Georgia to the International Maritime
Organization, I would like to kindly convey the official letter of Ms Tamara Ioseliani, Director of
the Maritime Transport Agency of Georgia regarding extension of validity of Seafarers’ Identity
Document or STCW Certificate/s of Georgian Seafarers onboard Ships affected by 2019 Novel
Coronavirus – COVID-19.
The Georgian side would like to kindly ask the Secretariat of the IMO to disseminate the
attached information among the IMO Member States.
Taking this opportunity, dear Secretary-General, please accept assurances of my highest
consideration.
Attachment: 2 pages.
Sincerely,

Tamar Beruchashvili
Permanent Representative of Georgia to the IMO

3/17/2020

საქართველოს
ეკონომიკისა და მდგრადი
განვითარების სამინისტრო

MINISTRY OF ECONOMY
AND SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT OF GEORGIA

სსიპ საზღვაო ტრანსპორტის
სააგენტო

LEPL MARITIME TRANSPORT
AGENCY
KA020195673684120

სსიპ საზღვაო ტრანსპორტის სააგენტო საქართველო, ქ.ბათუმი, 6000, ბაქოს ქუჩა N50. ტელ.:+995 422 27 49 25/26
50 Baku Str., 6000, Batumi, Georgia. Tel.:+995 422 27 49 25/26

№ 10/617

2020 / 03 /17
To: International Maritime Organization
4, Albert Embankment London,
SE1 7SR United Kingdom
Tel + 44 (0) 20 7735 7611 Fax + 44 (0) 20 7587 3210
Email: info@imo.org

Subject: Extension of validity of STCW Certificates of Georgian Seafarers onboard Ships affected by 2019 Novel Coronavirus –
COVID-19
Dear Sir/Madam,
On behalf of Maritime Transport Agency of the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia, I would like to express my
most sincere respect towards the International Maritime Organization.
Considering the recent ongoing pandemic of COVID-19, Georgia has put new measures concerning the Georgian System of Seafarers’
Certication in circular № 8/CIRC/STCW dated 13 March 2020, which is attached to this letter.
I would therefor like to ask the secretariat of the International Maritime Organization to kindly communicate the aforesaid circular to the
Member States.
Annex: “1” page.
Yours sincerely,

Director

ﬁle:///tmp/tomcat8-tomcat8-tmp/6671f379-ae01-452c-b22c-2fad2e7e7ee2.html

Tamar Ioseliani
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3/13/2020

საქართველოს
ეკონომიკისა და მდგრადი
განვითარების სამინისტრო

MINISTRY OF ECONOMY
AND SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT OF GEORGIA

სსიპ საზღვაო ტრანსპორტის
სააგენტო

LEPL MARITIME TRANSPORT
AGENCY
KA020116120566920

სსიპ საზღვაო ტრანსპორტის სააგენტო საქართველო, ქ.ბათუმი, 6000, ბაქოს ქუჩა N50. ტელ.:+995 422 27 49 25/26
50 Baku Str., 6000, Batumi, Georgia. Tel.:+995 422 27 49 25/26

№ 8/CIRC/STCW

2020 / 03 /13
All Georgian Seafarers, Ship owners, Shipping Companies, Port
State Control and Flag State Authorities, Manning/Crewing
Agencies and Other Individuals Concerned

Subject: Extension of validity of STCW Certificates of Georgian Seafarers onboard Ships affected by 2019
Novel Coronavirus – COVID-19
Reference: Order N01 of the Director of Maritime Transport Agency of Georgia, Dated 12 Mar 2020
on the “Approval of Measures in Response to COVID-19 within the Georgian System of Seafarers
Certiﬁcation”

Taking into consideration that there might be Georgian Seafarers who are currently serving onboard ships engaged in the international
trade and whose Seafarers Identity Document or STCW Certificate/s may expire on board because their planned disembarkation cannot be
safely completed in ports affected by the rising tension in worldwide and the outbreak of the 2019 Novel Coronavirus – COVID19, or
Whose Seafarers Identity Document or STCW Certificate/s shell expire onboard during the period of their voyage to and from the next
convenient port where disembarkation of concerned Seafarer can be safely carried out
Maritime Transport Agency of Georgia may grant extension for the validity of their certificate/s for a period not exceeding three months
from the date of expiry of the Seafarers Identity Document or certificate to be renewed/revalidated subject to the following conditions:
1. The concerned manning/Crewing Agencies and Shipping Companies shall send an application for the extension of validity, provided
that:
2. The following requirements shall be submitted/presented:
2.1. Letter request from the vessel owner/principal or Crewing Agent stating the reason for the extension
2.2. Written statement or official issuance from the port or immigration Authority that disembarkation is not permitted due to the
prevailing circumstances
2.3. Copy of valid employment contract.

Director

Tamar Ioseliani

***

ﬁle:///tmp/tomcat8-tomcat8-tmp/c4a7fafc-b31f-49c0-8ad5-a761b35f0837.html
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ANNEX 2

MINISTER
OF MARITIME ECONOMY
AND INLAND NAVIGATION
Warsaw, 25 March, 2020
DEM.WKK.2.0212.1.2020.BD_v2

Guidelines on extending the validity of seafarers’ maritime documents
in the period of restrictions due to COVID-19 epidemic riski

Due to the rapid spread of SARS-CoV-2 virus (causing COVID-19) and the measures to prevent, counteract
and fight COVID-19 in Poland and other countries, and
having regard to the problems related with the temporary restrictions on the functioning of educational
institutions, including maritime education units, and the temporary restrictions on the movement of citizens,
and
whereas seafarers encounter considerable difficulties with revalidating certificate of competency, certificates
of proficiency and medical certificates, and
following the guidelines set out in Circular Letter No.4204/Add.5 of 17 March 2020 of the International Maritime
Organisation on Guidance relating to the certification of seafarers, and
having regard to the exceptional and extraordinary circumstances,
the Minister of Maritime Economy and Inland Navigation introduces the following guidelines for seafarers,
shipping companies and maritime authorities and, for information, to other countries’ administration and control
bodies.
Seafarers holding certificate of competency or certificates of proficiency that have expired or will soon expire,
who meet the conditions for revalidation under the provisions of the relevant Regulation1, may apply
electronically to maritime offices, provided that they send scans or copies of the documents required with a
relevant statement (confirming their authenticity). Detailed information can be found on the websites of
maritime authorities.
1. Extension of seafarer’s documents
1.1. Certificates of proficiency revalidated based on a completed refresher training:
 Certificate of proficiency in personal survival techniques
 Certificate of proficiency in basic fire prevention and fire fighting
 Certificate of proficiency in basic safety training (integrated)
 Certificate of proficiency in advanced fire fighting
 Certificate of Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats other than fast rescue boats
 Certificate of Proficiency in fast rescue boats
1

Regulation of the MMEIN of 23 April 2018 on training and qualifications of the crew members of sea-going vessels
(Polish Journal of Laws, item 802).



Certificate of proficiency in medical care

and those that expired on 1 February 2020i or later and cannot be revalidated due to exceptional
circumstances resulting from COVID-19 outbreak remain valid until 1 September 2020. Such an
extension does not require any separate official confirmation.
1.2. Certificate of competency that expired on 1 March 2020 or later and cannot be revalidated due to
exceptional circumstances resulting from COVID-19 outbreak remain valid until 1 September 2020.
Such an extension does not require any separate official confirmation.
1.3. In exceptional circumstances, seafarers who are in the above situation and are required to submit a
certificate or certificate of competency to a shipping company or control body and do not meet the
conditions for revalidation set out in the relevant Regulation1, may receive a certificate or diploma
valid until 1 September 2020. Applications for extension of the above certificates or certificate of
competency may be submitted to maritime authorities only via traditional post or electronically means.
A certificate or certificate of competency will be sent by post to an address indicated by the seafarer.
Possibly, also a scan of such a document may be sent to the e-mail address indicated in the
application.
1.4. The above extension applies primarily to seafarers who are currently aboard vessels and due to the
imposed restrictions may not revalidate their certificate of competency or certificates of proficiency.
1.5. Due to the extraordinary circumstances of such an extension, where the epidemic risk is contained,
the movement of citizens and the operation of maritime education units is restored, seafarers holding
documents that have been extended under this procedure should, where possible, immediately as
soon as possibly remedy all deficiencies, as required, in order to revalidate their documents in
accordance with the provisions of the Regulation1.
2. Extension of maritime pilots’ documents
2.1. Holders of maritime pilot diplomas and pilot’s licenses that have expired or will soon expire, who meet
the conditions for revalidation under the provisions of the relevant Regulation2, may apply
electronically to maritime offices, provided that they send scans or copies of the documents required
with a relevant statement (confirming their authenticity). Detailed information can be found on the
websites of maritime authorities.
2.2. Pilot’s diplomas and licenses that expired on 1 March 2020 or later and cannot be revalidated due to
exceptional circumstances resulting from COVID-19 outbreak remain valid until 1 September 2020.
Such an extension does not require any separate official confirmation.
3. Medical certificate
3.1. If a medical certificate issued by medical practitioner recognised by maritime administration cannot
be revalidated due to the COVID-19 epidemic outbreak, it is deemed valid until 1 September 2020.
Seafarers are obliged to hold such medical certificates with expired validity and obtain new ones as
soon as possible.
4. Extension of contracts
4.1. On a case-by-case basis, shipping companies or employment agencies (acting on behalf of a shipping
company) that encounter problems with repatriation of seafarers after the deadline set in the
seafarer’s employment agreement (drafted in line with MLC) may extend the agreement for the
maximum period of three months. This period may possibly be further extended if the situation
resulting from the epidemic does not allow repatriation.
4.2. Notwithstanding the foregoing, measures relating to repatriation should be taken as soon as possible.

2

Regulation of the Minister of Maritime Economy and Inland Navigation of 17 November 2017 on maritime piloting
(Polish Journal of Laws of 2018, item 38).

2

4.3. If a seafarer’s employment agreement needs to be extended, an annex should be concluded,
providing the seafarer with the same working conditions as in the agreement.
4.4. In the case of such an extension, shipping companies operating vessels that fly the Polish flag and
employment agencies placing seafarers to work on vessels flying the Polish flag are required to
provide the data of the seafarer(s), including the data on the current agreement validity periods, to
the directors of maritime offices competent for the vessel’s port of registration, to the e-mail addresses
of the Flag State Inspections.
5. Final provisions
5.1. It should also be noted that due to the lack of relevant international arrangements some maritime
administration authorities may refuse to recognise the extension of certificates. Therefore, should you
have any doubts as to the application of the above guidelines or wish to obtain more details, please
contact maritime offices.
5.2. The aforementioned guidelines apply to certificate of competency and certificates of proficiency
issued by the Polish maritime administration and to medical certificates issued by medical
practitioners recognised by the Polish administration. These guidelines may be changed without prior
notice. They may be modified or repealed if any decisions, directives or other acts are adopted at the
level of the European Union or the International Maritime Organisation. If this is the case, the
guidelines will be updated or withdrawn as appropriate.
5.3. Any applications for extension of seafarers’ documents should be sent to a special e-mail addresses
of maritime offices:


Maritime Office in Gdynia –wdm.gdynia@umgdy.gov.pl



Maritime Office in Szczecin – wdm1@ums.gov.pl

5.4. Up-to-date information will be published on an ongoing basis on the websites of the Maritime Offices
www.umgdy.gov.pl andwww.ums.gov.pl.

Anna Moskwa
Undersecretary of State
on behalf of Minister
Maritime Economy and Inland Navigation
/- electronic signature/

i

Amendments implemented since the last version of the Guidelines of 19 th March 2020:



Point 1.1 – the date 1 March 2020 is replaced by the 1 February 2020

***
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Circular Letter No.4233
25 March 2020
To:

All IMO Members
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status

Subject:

Communications from the Governments of:
i
Ireland; and
ii
the Republic of the Marshall Islands

The Governments of Ireland and the Republic of the Marshall Islands have sent the attached
communications, dated 25 March and 24 March 2020, respectively, with the request that they are
circulated by the Organization.
***

ANNEX 1

25 March 2020
International Maritime Organization
4, Albert Embankment
London
SE1 7SR
United Kingdom

COVID-19 Contingency Measures – Irish Maritime Administration

Dear Secretary General,
I wish to update you on the temporary contingency measures the Irish Maritime
Administration (IMA) of the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport has put in place in
order to allow the shipping industry to continue to operate as easily as possible given the
impacts to the industry from the COVID-19 pandemic.
The IMA has issued three Marine Notices setting out temporary processes and procedures
to be followed as a result of the pandemic.
Marine Notice 6 of 2020 issued on 12 February 2020 – last updated on 18 March 2020
sets out procedures to be followed for submission of Maritime Declarations of Health and
crew and passengers lists for all ships arriving in Ireland from outside the island of Ireland.
In addition, the notice sets out procedures to be followed where there is a suspected case
of COVID-19 on board.
Marine Notice 14 of 2020 issued on 20 March 2020 sets out the temporary contingency
measures for the extension of seafarer documents. A general extension of 6 months from
the date of expiry has been provided for Irish issued seafarer Certificates of Competency
and Certificates of Proficiency which expired or are due to expire between 1 March 2020
and 31 August 2020. An extension of 3 months has been provided for medical certificates
where a seafarer is unable to secure an appropriate medical examination by an approved
doctor. Flexibility has also been provided to shipowners and seafarers to extend a
seafarer’s employment agreement by up to 6 months in agreement with both parties where
the maximum period of service has been reached or repatriation is proving too difficult due
to travel restrictions.

Lána Líosain, Baile Átha Cliath, D02 TR60, Éire
Leeson Lane, Dublin, D02 TR60, Ireland
T +353 1 6707444| info@dttas.gov.ie
www.dttas.gov.ie

Marine Notice 15 of 2020 issued on 23 March 2020 sets out temporary contingency
measures in relation to surveying and certification of ships. An extension of 3 months is
provided to ship certificates for ships involved in international voyages where survey,
verification and certification is not possible due to restrictions on personnel movements and
travel. The extension also applies to intermediate/renewal surveys. Surveys for vessels
involved in domestic voyages will be considered on a case by case basis as will surveys
and certifications for new build ships under the Irish flag. The notice also sets out advice
on the issuing of ships radio licences and servicing of life saving equipment.
Ireland also notes the temporary guidance issued by the Paris MoU on Port State Control
to its member authorities related to COVID-19 and where a ship does not comply with the
requirements of surveys, inspections and audits contained in the relevant conventions,
Ireland will accept evidence from the shipowner that the flag State has agreed to an
exceptional delay specific to COVID-19.
As an island nation, it is vitally important to Ireland that the supply chain remains open and
as far as possible the safety of ships and crew is protected in line with national and
international standards.

Yours sincerely,

Deirdre O’Keeffe
Director General
Irish Maritime Administration

***

…..
2

ANNEX 2

REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
MARITIME ADMINISTRATOR
11495 COMMERCE PARK DRIVE, RESTON, VIRGINIA 20191-1506 USA
TELEPHONE: +1-703-620-4880 FAX: +1-703-476-8522
EMAIL: regulatoryaffairs@register-iri.com WEBSITE: www.register-iri.com

24 March 2020
Letter by Email:
International Maritime Organization
4 Albert Embankment
London SE1 7SR
United Kingdom
Attention:

H.E. Mr. Kitack Lim
Secretary-General
CORONAVIRUS DISEASE (COVID-19)

Excellency,
The Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI) Maritime Administrator (the “Administrator”) is
informing the Organization, according to the invitation in Circular Letter No. 4204/Add.5, of the
following general information on the practices adopted by RMI concerning the impacts on
shipping caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.
In response to the escalating situation, the Administrator has consolidated its policies, guidance,
and important information regarding COVID-19 onto a dedicated webpage, which will continue
to be updated based on the rapidly changing circumstances:
https://www.register-iri.com/covid-19/
The webpage describes the various measures instituted by the Administrator to ensure precautions
are in place to minimize risks to seafarer and public health, and to support continued commerce.
Owners, operators, masters, and seafarers on RMI-flagged vessels are notified of relevant policies
to facilitate implementation and enforcement of associated IMO instruments relating to statutory
surveys/certification issues, ship inspections, and seafarer documentation matters consequential to
disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Additionally, the Administrator fully endorses your call in Circular Letter No. 4224, issued
19 March 2020, urging a practical and pragmatic approach in response to issues associated with
crew changeovers, resupply, repairs, survey and certification, and licensing of seafarers. The health
and safety of seafarers must remain a top priority to keep vital supply chains open during these
By the Authority of
The Trust Company of the Marshall Islands, Inc.
Marshall Islands Maritime and Corporate Administrators, Inc.

challenging times. To this end, we remain ready to engage in an active dialogue with all
stakeholders towards developing pragmatic solutions to facilitate the repatriation of seafarers,
ensure crew well-being, while at the same time minimizing potential risk to public health due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Administrator is most grateful for this information to be communicated to all IMO Member
States and wishes to avail itself of this opportunity to renew to you the assurances of its highest
consideration.
Sincerely,

Nicholas Makar
Deputy Commissioner of Maritime Affairs
Republic of the Marshall Islands

___________
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Circular Letter No.4234
26 March 2020
To:

All IMO Members
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status

Subject:

Communications from the Governments of:
i
the French Republic; and
ii
Romania

The Governments of the French Republic and Romania have sent the attached
communications, dated 23 March and 20 March 2020, respectively, with the request that they
are circulated by the Organization.
***

MINISTÈRE DE LA TRANSITION ÉCOLOGIQUE ET SOLIDAIRE

Direction générale des infrastructures, des transports et
de la mer

Paris, le 22/03/2020

Le directeur

NOTE D’INFORMATION COVID-19 – NAVIGATION MARITIME
Objet : Intention de prorogation de la validité des titres de sécurité, de sûreté et de
prévention de la pollution des navires, de certification sociale, des brevets,
certificats, attestations de formation, visas et attestations de reconnaissance des
gens de mer, des agréments des organismes de formation professionnelle
maritime et certificats médicaux d’aptitude des gens de mer, pendant la période
d’état d'urgence sanitaire visant à freiner la propagation du virus Covid-19
Contexte :
Les circonstances exceptionnelles relevant de l'état d'urgence sanitaire entravent
le fonctionnement régulier des services de l’État, des sociétés de classification
habilitées et des organismes de formation professionnelle maritime. En
conséquence, le renouvellement ou le visa des titres et certificats des navires de
même que le renouvellement des brevets, certificats, attestations de formation,
visas et attestations de reconnaissance, et certificats médicaux d’aptitude des
gens de mer, et qui arriveraient à échéance pendant la période de l’état d'urgence
sanitaire, ne peut plus avoir lieu.
Les navires possèdent des titres de sécurité et de prévention de la pollution dont
certains découlent de l’application de traité internationaux ou de directives
européennes. Leur délivrance, leur renouvellement et leur validation sont
subordonnés à des visites du navire.
En raison des mesures prises pour freiner la propagation du virus Covid-19, les
visites des navires ne peuvent être effectuées dans les délais et selon les
modalités prévues. Il en découle que certains titres arriveront à échéance sans
possibilité de maintenir leur validité par la réalisation d’une visite.
La délivrance et la revalidation des brevets d’aptitude, des certificats d’aptitude et
des attestations de formation professionnelle maritime détenus par les marins et

www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr
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justifiant de leurs qualifications et de l’expérience professionnelle acquise à la mer
sont subordonnées à la réalisation de formations dans des organismes de
formation professionnelle maritime agréés et de temps de service en mer. Les
marins disposant de titres de formation professionnelle maritime délivrés par des
autorités autres que la France détiennent des visas de reconnaissance ou des
attestations de reconnaissance des qualifications professionnelles délivrées par
les autorités maritimes françaises sur la base de leurs titres étrangers valides.
En raison des mesures prises pour freiner la propagation du virus Covid-19, les
formations professionnelles maritimes ont été suspendues, la circulation des
navires restreinte. En conséquence, les marins ne peuvent plus remplir les
conditions pour la délivrance et la revalidation de leurs titres et attestations de
formation. De la même manière, l’exercice de l’activité des organismes de
formation professionnelle maritime se voit restreinte de la période du confinement
réduisant de facto la durée effective de leurs agréments.
Les gens de mer doivent par ailleurs disposer d’une aptitude médicale valide pour
entrer en formation, obtenir ou renouveler un titre ou un visa de reconnaissance et
embarquer sur un navire. Ils doivent donc passer une visite médicale d’aptitude
devant un médecin de santé des gens de mer.
En raison des mesures prises pour freiner la propagation du virus Covid-19, cette
visite n’est plus possible.
Dès lors, les dispositions suivantes sont nécessaires à la continuité des transports
et des services maritimes. Elles consistent pour les services de la DAM à proroger
les validités des différents certificats (navigation, contrôles, certification sociale,
aptitude médicale, qualifications ...) indispensables à la conduite des navires et qui
ne peuvent l'être en raison des circonstances liées au COVID 19.
Ces mesures seront prises au plus tôt par les voies légales appropriées en
cohérence avec les dispositions internationales recommandées et décidées par
l'OMI en la matière.
Dispositions d’urgence prévues :
Dans le respect des dispositions gouvernementales de lutte contre la propagation
du virus COVID-19, afin de permettre la continuité de l’exploitation des navires la
validité des titres et certificats des navires français, y compris le permis de
navigation, arrivant à échéance pendant la période de l’état d'urgence sanitaire
sont prorogées de la fin de leur validité, jusqu'à trois mois après la fin de l'état
d'urgence sanitaire.
Pour ce qui concerne la certification de gestion de la sécurité (ISM), la
certification de sûreté (ISPS) et la certification sociale (MLC et OIT188),
celles-ci seront maintenues par l’application de l’instruction STEN INST/001 du
09/03/2020 (annexée à la présente note).
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Dispositions applicables aux brevets, certificats, attestations de formation,
visas et attestations de reconnaissance des gens de mer, et agréments des
organismes de formation professionnelle maritime, délivrés par les autorités
maritimes françaises :
Dans le respect des dispositions gouvernementales de lutte contre la propagation
du virus COVID-19, et afin de permettre la continuité de l’activité des marins et
des navires, la durée de validité des décisions suivantes sont prorogées de la fin
de leur validité jusqu’à trois mois après la fin de l’état d’urgence sanitaire :
•
•
•
•
•

brevets d’aptitude et certificats d’aptitude ;
visas de reconnaissance d'un titre de formation professionnelle maritime
délivrés par les autorités françaises ;
attestations de reconnaissance des qualifications professionnelles à la
pêche et aux cultures marines ;
attestations de formation professionnelle maritime délivrés par un
organisme de formation professionnelle maritime agréé ;
agréments des organismes de formation professionnelle maritime.

Cette prorogation ne s’applique qu’aux décisions dont la validité est arrivée à
échéance durant la période d’urgence sanitaire.
Dispositions applicables aux certificats médicaux d’aptitude délivrés aux gens de
mer par les autorités maritimes françaises
Dans le respect des dispositions gouvernementales de lutte contre la propagation
du virus COVID-19, la durée de validité des certificats médicaux d’aptitude des
gens de mer indispensables à la conduite des navires arrivant à échéance
pendant la période de l’état d'urgence sanitaire sont prorogées de la fin de leur
validité jusqu'à trois mois après la fin de l'état d'urgence sanitaire.

Le directeur des affaires
maritimes
Signé
Thierry Coquil
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Références :
Code des transports Art L.5241-4, L.5521-1, L.5521-2, L.5542-3 et L. 5549-1
Décret n°84-810 du 30 août 1984 relatif à la sauvegarde de la vie humaine en
mer, à la prévention de la pollution, à la sûreté et à la certification sociale des
navires
Décret n°2015-723 du 24 juin 2015 relatif à la délivrance des titres de formation
professionnelle maritime et aux conditions d’exercice de fonctions à bord des
navires armés au commerce, à la plaisance, à la pêche et aux cultures marines.
Décrets n°2015-1575 du 3 décembre 2015 relatif à la santé et à l'aptitude
médicale à la navigation
Décret n° 2019-640 du 25 juin 2019 relatif à l'agrément des organismes de
formation professionnelle maritime
Décret n° 2020-260 du 16 mars 2020 portant réglementation des déplacements
dans le cadre de la lutte contre la propagation du virus covid-19
Lettre circulaire n°4204/Add1 de l’Organisation maritime internationale
Lettre circulaire n°4204/Add5 de l’Organisation maritime internationale
Instruction relative au fonctionnement des services de santé au travail pendant
l’épidémie de Covid-19 du 17 mars 2020 - DGT
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Directorate General for Infrastructures, Transports and
the Sea

Paris, le

The director

INFORMATION MEMO COVID-19
(Courtesy translation)
Object : Intention to extend the validity of safety, security and prevention of ships
pollution, social certification, STCW and STCW-F Certificates, endorsements,
documentary evidences for seafarers, and maritime education and training
institutions approvals, marine medical certificates for seafarers, during the state of
health emergency aimed at curbing the spread of the Covid-19 virus.
Context :
Exceptional circumstances ensuing from the state of health emergency, hamper
the regular functioning of State services, recognized organizations and maritime
professional training organizations. Consequently, the renewal or the visa of ships
certificates as well as the renewal of STCW and STCW-F certificates, training
documentary evidences, endorsements, and marine medical certificates for
seafarers, and which would expire during the state of health emergency, can no
longer take place.
Ships have safety and pollution prevention certificates, some of which derive from
the application of international conventions or European directives. Their issue,
renewal and validation are subject to visits on ships.
Due to the measures taken to contain the outbreak of the COVID-19 coronavirus,
ship visits cannot be carried out on time and according to the procedures laid
down. It follows that certain certificates will expire without the possibility of
maintaining their validity by carrying out a visit.
Seafarers hold certificates of competency, certificates of proficiency, training
documentary evidences attesting to their qualifications and professional
experience at sea, some of which come from the application of international
conventions and European directives. Also, seafarers in possession of a
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Certificate of Competency (CoC) or certain Certificate of Proficency (CoP) issued
by an Administration other than France are in possession of a Flag State
endorsement issued by the French maritime authorities in order to work on French
flag vessels.
Their certification and continued professional competences are subject to the
completion of training in approved maritime professional training institution and
approved seagoing service.
Due to the implementation of measures to contain the outbreak of the COVID-19
coronavirus, maritime trainings have been suspended, vessel traffic has been
restricted. As a result, seafarers can no longer fulfill the conditions for certification
and continued professional competences. Similarly, the exercise of the activity of
maritime training institutions is restricted by the period of confinement reducing the
effective duration of their approvals.
Seafarers must also have a valid marine medical certificates to enter training, to
obtain or renew certificates or endorsements and to board. They must therefore
undergo a medical examination before the seafarers' health doctor.
Due to measures taken to contain the outbreak of the COVID-19 coronavirus, this
visit is no longer possible.
The following provisions are therefore necessary for transport and maritime
services to keep going. They consist for the services of the French Maritime
Authorities in extending the validity of the various certificates (navigation, controls,
social certification, medical aptitude, training ...) essential to ships operations and
which cannot be because of the circumstances related to the COVID 19.
These measures will be taken as soon as possible through the appropriate legal
channels according the international provisions recommended and decided by the
IMO on the matter.
Emergency provisions planned
In compliance with government provisions to fight against the spread of the
COVID-19 virus, and in order to allow ships to keep going their operations, the
validity of French vessels certificates, including navigation license, expiring
during the period of the state of health emergency are extended from this
expiration date, up to three months after the end of the state of health
emergency.
The safety management certificates (ISM), safety certification (ISPS) and
social certification (MLC and ILO188), may be kept valid according to the
instruction STEN INST / 001 of 03/09/2020 (annexed to this notice)
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Provisions for STCW and STCW-F certificates, endorsements, documentary
evidences for seafarers, and maritime education and training institutions
approvals, issued by French maritime authorities :
In compliance with Government measures to fight against the spread of the
COVID-19 virus, and in order to allow seafarers and ships to keep going their
activities, the period of validity of the following documents is extended from the
end of their validity until three months after the end of the state of health
emergency set by the French law :
- STCW and STCW-F certificates of competency and certificates of
proficency ;
- Documentary evidences of a training approved ;
- Flag State endorsements issued by the French Maritime authorities ;
- Recognition of professional qualifications certificates for seafarers on
fishing vessels and shellfish sector ;
- maritime education and training institutions approvals.
This extension only applies to documents whose validity has expired during the
health emergency period.
Provisions for medical certificates issued to seafarers by French maritime
authorities :
In compliance with Government measures to fight against the spread of the
COVID-19 virus, validity of medical certificates for seafarers essential for ships
operations expiring during the period of the state of emergency are extended from
the end of their validity up to three months after the end of the state of health
emergency.

The Director for Maritime
Affairs
Firmed
Thierry Coquil

3

E
4 ALBERT EMBANKMENT
LONDON SE1 7SR
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7735 7611 Fax: +44 (0)20 7587 3210

Circular Letter No.4235
25 March 2020
To:

All IMO Members
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status

Subject:

Communications from the Governments of:
i
The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia;
ii
The Federal Republic of Germany; and
iii
The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

The Governments of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Federal Republic of Germany
and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan have sent the attached communications, all dated
25 March 2020, with the request that they are circulated by the Organization.
***

ANNEX 1

ANNEX 2

Translation

Mr Kitack Lim
Secretary-General
International Maritime Organization
4 Albert Embankment
London SE1 7SR
United Kingdom

Subject: German measures concerning COVID-19
Our reference: WS20/6278.4/6
Date: Bonn, 23 March 2020
Page 1 of 1
Annex: -1Dear Secretary-General,
Germany intends to support the maritime industry in coping with the impact of massive
restrictions in the context of COVID-19 with pragmatic approaches.
Being a flag and port state, Germany has adopted relaxations of requirements for the shipping
industry regarding the issuance and renewal of shipping- and seafarer-related regulations as
well as concerning the scope of checks for the relevant IMO conventions.
The attached document includes regulations concerning the “Ship’s statutory certificates“, the
“Seafarers’ certificates”, “Port State Control”, “Security inspections”, “Ship’s statutory
certificates issued under the provision of the German Maritime Labour Act” and “MARPOL
and BALLAST WATER inspections, inspections in accordance with the Sulphur Directive”.
I would kindly ask you to forward the information contained in the Annex to the other IMO
Member States.
Secretary-General, I would like to warmly thank you and your staff from the Secretariat for
supporting the international shipping industry in coping with the crisis caused by COVID-19.
Yours sincerely,
Dr Norbert Salomon
Director-General for Waterways and Shipping
Federal Ministry of Transport and Digital Infrastructure

Annex
Measures taken by Germany concerning COVID-19
1. Ship’s statutory certificates
For ships flying the German flag, the following applies:
-

Regarding the endorsements of certificates: due to COVID-19 countermeasures, the mandatory shore-based service for all statutory surveys are herewith suspended until 30 June 2020, however no longer
than until three months after the end of the annual survey window.

-

Regarding the endorsements of certificates: if the mandatory periodical surveys cannot be carried out due to COVID-19 countermeasures, the mandatory survey requirements are suspended until 30 June
2020, however no longer than until three months after the end of the
annual survey window.

-

Regarding expiring certificates: if the mandatory renewal surveys
cannot be carried out due to COVID-19 countermeasures, the mandatory survey requirements are suspended. The German flag state
administration currently issues electronic short-term certificates with
a validity of three months for ships affected by this exceptional situation.

All technical and operational requirements have to be complied with during
this period.

2. Seafarers’ certificates
Due to COVID-19 countermeasures, the following regulations with regard to
seafarers’ certificates will apply with immediate effect:
-

The validity of all seafarers’ certificates (certificates of competency,
certificates of proficiency and documentary evidence) issued by the
German Maritime Administration and approved training providers
that will expire before 1. September 2020 is extended by 6 month.
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No application by the individual seafarer is needed for this purpose.
The validity of all German medical certificates with the regular validity of two years that expired after 1 January 2020 will be extended
until 30 June 2020. No application by the individual seafarer is
needed for this purpose.
-

The German Maritime Administration continues to accept applications for the issuance of certificates, will process them as far as possible under the current circumstances and recommends seafarers to
apply as usual.

-

The validity of endorsements of recognition issued by the German
Maritime Administration that will expire before 01. September 2020
is extended by up to 6 month in accordance with the specific
COVID-19 related measures taken by the respective issuing Administration of the CoC. No application by the individual seafarer is
needed for this purpose.

-

For the time being, the following rules will apply: Seafarers whose
certificates of competency and proficiency (documents) will expire
in the near future and who are registered for a refresher course that
will not take place due to the spread of COVID-19 can submit the
application form as usual. Seafarers will receive their documents
regularly renewed for 5 years, provided that all other requirements
are met and proof of registration for the refresher course, including
the cancellation, is attached to the application form. The administrative notice issued together with the documents will include an obligation to submit documentary evidence of refresher training within
six months from the date of the issuance of the documents. For safety reasons, this regulation does not apply to the participation in
courses required for the first qualification that are cancelled due to
COVID-19.

3. Port State Control
Germany has suspended all regular PSC inspections of foreign-flagged vessels as a precaution in relation to the spread of COVID-19. The measures
took effect on 16 March 2020. Inspections will be carried out by an "incident
team" and only in case of an emergency (e.g. collisions or grounding).
Due to COVID-19 countermeasures, Germany currently accepts, until 30th
June 2020, all ship certificates and seafarers’ certificates that expired after 1
January 2020.
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4. Security inspections
All control and compliance measures in accordance with the ISPS Code Part
A 4.4 and 19 on board German-flagged vessels worldwide and in accordance
with SOLAS XI-2, Regulation 9.1 on board foreign-flagged vessels in German ports are suspended until 30 June 2020.
5. Ship´s statutory certificates issued under the provision of the German
Maritime Labour Act
In the case of an expiring Maritime Labour or Fishing Labour Certificate, the
mandatory inspection requirements are suspended if the renewal inspection
cannot be carried out due to COVID-19 countermeasures. The German flag
state administration currently issues electronic short-term certificates with a
validity of three months for ships affected by this exceptional situation.
6. MARPOL and BALLAST WATER inspections, inspections in accordance with the Sulphur Directive
The frequency of ship inspections in accordance with MARPOL, the BALLAST WATER convention and/or the Sulphur Directive (EU) 2016/802 as
carried out by the German police has been reduced due to staff shortages and
police forces being deployed to deal with priority tasks related to the containment of the virus. As of 19 March 2020, the intention is to carry out inspections following serious THETIS-EU alerts, but the development of the
actual feasibility of doing so is difficult to predict.

For further regularly updated information visit https://www.deutscheflagge.de/en/coronavirus

ANNEX 3

___________
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Circular Letter No.4236
26 March 2020
To:

All IMO Members
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status

Subject:

Communication from the Government of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland sent the attached
communication, dated 23 March 2020, with the request that it is circulated by the Organization.
***

From the Parliamentary
Under Secretary of State
Kelly Tolhurst MP
Great Minster House
33 Horseferry Road
London
SW1P 4DR

Guy Ryder, Director General,
International Labour Organization

Tel: 0300 330 3000
E-Mail: kelly.tolhurst@dft.gov.uk
Web site: www.gov.uk/dft

Kitack Lim, Secretary-General,
International Maritime Organization
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
Director General,
World Health Organization
23 March 2020
Dear Guy, Kitack and Tedros,
UK COMMITMENT TO SEAFARER WELFARE DURING COVID-19
PANDEMIC AND TO CONTINUE TO FACILITATE SEAFARER TRANSIT
AND TRANSFER TO KEEP WORLD TRADE MOVING
In these extraordinary times I would like to reassure you that the United
Kingdom (UK) is fully committed to the welfare of seafarers of all nationalities.
I want to assure all of you that the UK will continue to recognise our
commitments under the international conventions regarding the transit and
transfer of seafarers and their right to access shore leave.
Seafarers are the lifeblood of the world’s economy. As a coastal, port and
flag State the UK recognises the critical position that seafarers hold in both
the UK and the global economy. More than ever, we need to ensure that
freight is able to flow inwards and outwards of the country, and that global
trade continues for the benefit of all citizens and the global economy.
We are committed to keeping UK ports open and do not propose to restrict
the transit or transfer of seafarers through the UK or to restrict access to
shore leave. We want to ensure that seafarers and those at the ports are
protected and have in place robust measures to ensure the safety of all
persons.
We respect the right of States to close borders but we ask them to consider
the facilitation of the transit and transfer of seafarers wherever possible. It is

critical to the health and welfare of every State and to their own and the
global economies that we ensure that supply chains remain open and
collectively we do not restrict the movement of vessels and seafarers.
We ask States to allow vessels to change crew to ensure the health and
welfare of individuals and for the safety of the vessel. We ask States to show
compassion when there are sick on board and to not turn away vessels, their
crew or their passengers.
We will endeavour to provide appropriate treatment for any seafarer should
they become ill. We also recognise that seafarers will be concerned about
family and loved ones back home and will facilitate access to shore leave or
to transit home.
We also recognise that seafarers may be wary of accessing shore and prefer
to stay on board. This is to be respected and where possible, access to
communication facilities should be provided to allow contact with home or to
seek welfare or spiritual guidance.
We ask of the International Maritime Organization, the International Labour
Organization and the World Health Organization for clear joint international
guidance and direction to port States, flag States and coastal States
supporting seafarers and ship operators.

KELLY TOLHURST MP
MINISTER FOR AVIATION, MARITIME AND SECURITY
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Circular Letter No.4237
25 March 2020
To:

All IMO Members
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status

Subject:

Communications from the Governments of:
i
The Republic of the Philippines;
ii
The Russian Federation; and
iii
The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

The Embassies of the Republic of the Philippines, the Russian Federation and the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka have sent the attached communications, dated 21 March, 24 March
and 22 March 2020, respectively, with the request that they are circulated by the Organization.
***

J:\ENGLISH\C_L\CL.4237.docxCL.4237.docx

MISSION OF
THE RUSSIAII FEDERATION
TO THE INTERNATIONAL MARITIME

TIPEACTABIITEJIbCTBO
POCCr4fi CKOft OEAEPArtr4pr
nPrr MEXATTHAPOTTOTZ MOPCKOfr

ORGAIIIZATION
(uNrTED NATTONS)
Address: 37 Harrington Gardens,
London SW7 4JU

Telephone
Fax
E-mail

: +44 (0) 207 370 67 68 / 64
: +44 (0) 207 3700225

postpred@mintrans.ru

OPTAHII3AIII,I}I

(ooH)
Aapec: 37 XappnnrroH IapAeHc,
Jlonaon SW7 4JU
Te.lreQon

(Darc
9.n.noqra

2 +44 (O\ 20 7 370 67 68 / 64
: +44 (0) 20 7 370 02 25

postpred@mintrans.ru

Ref. No. 0031094
24 March 2020

H.E. Mr. Kitack Lim
Secretary-General
International Maritime Organization
4 AlbertEmbankment
London SEl 7SR

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to convey to You the communication from the Ministry of
Transport of the Russian Federation regarding the urgent measures taken due to the
pandemic outbreak of coronavirus COVID-l9.

I would

IMO

be grateful for the circulation of the attached communication to all

Members, intergovemmental organizations

or ganizations in consultative status.

Enclosure: 4 pages

Sincerely yours,

Yurv Melenas
Permanent Repre sentative

and

non-govemmental

Unofficial translation

As per the distribution list
Ministry of Transport
of the Russian Federation
Deputy Minister of Transport
Date: 23.03.2020 Ref. ЮЦ-Д5-25/4825

Urgent measures taken due
to the pandemic outbreak of
coronavirus COVID-19

Information letter
As the World Health Organization declared the outbreak of COVID-19 as
pandemic, due to the difficult epidemiologic situation in various regions of the world, in
order to protect the health of seafarers and employees of the maritime sector, to ensure the
uninterrupted operation of ships flying the State Flag of the Russian Federation, the
Maritime Administration of the Russian Federation (hereinafter referred to as the
Administration) hereby imposes the following measures for cases if the validity of
statutory certificates, certificates of seafarers and seafarers employment agreements has
expired or is due to expire before 20 June 2020.
The present measures are to be applied only for cases of force-majeure, when it is
impossible or difficult to carry out surveys or inspections of the ship in port, change the
crew, due to the ship being called at port of a State where limitations to leave or embark
the ship or travel in the territory of that State are in place due to unfavourable
epidemiologic situation resulted from COVID-19.
Seafarers Certificates
In case if it is not possible, due to limitations related to COVID-19, to extend in due
course the Certificates of Competence issued by the Administration as well as the
endorsements in recognition of certificates issued by other Governments, Certificates of
Proficiency, tanker endorsements (oil tankers, liquefied gas tankers, chemical tankers),
сertificates for ship’s cooks or other documents issued in accordance with the
International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for
Seafarers, 1978, as amended (STCW), the validity of such documents is extended for up
to three (3) months.
Medical certificates
In case if the validity of medical certificate is due to expire, and there is no
possibility to carry out medical examination and renew the certificate in the port of call
due to limitations related to COVID-19, the validity of medical certificate is extended for
up to three (3) months from the expiry date of the certificate, in conformity with the
Regulation 1.2 of the Maritime Labour Convention as amended (MLC 2006).
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Duration of employment on board
In case if ship’s crew cannot be changed within the maximum determined duration
of employment of seafarers on board, due to limitations related to COVID-19, the duration
of employment as determined in the seafarer’s employment agreement may be extended
up to three (3) months, on the condition of seafarer’s consent and provided that the
seafarer’s rights for leave and appropriate repatriation have been observed, as per the
requirements of Regulation 2.4 and 2.5 of the MLC 2006.
Statutory ship certificates, periodic surveys and inspections
In case if it is not possible to carry out survey or inspection of a ship due to
limitations related to COVID-19, shipowners of ships flying the State Flag of the Russian
Federation should apply to the recognized organizations which are authorized, in each
particular case, without additional approval by the Administration, to extend the validity
of statutory certificates, terms of scheduled surveys and inspections, for to up to three (3)
months.

Y.A. Tsvetkov

Dear Secretary General,

DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA
MERCHANT SHIPPING SECRETARIAT
MINISTRY OF PORTS AND SHIPPING
1st Floor, Bristol Building, 43-89, York Street, Colombo 01, Sri Lanka.
Telephone: +94(0)112435127, Fax: +94(0)112435160, E-mail: dmsmos@sltnet.lk

MSN 02/2020
22nd March 2020
Notice to: Port State Control Authorities
Sri Lankan Ship-Owners, Operators and Masters of Sri Lankan Flagged Ships
Seafarer Recruitment and Placement Service Providers
Recognized Organizations

Guidance relating to the ships’ statutory certificates, certification of seafarers and
contract of employment of Seafarers - Extraordinary measures resulting COVID-19
pandemic

1. Purpose
The actions taken by Governments worldwide as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak pose a serious challenge to the
shipping industry. Such actions have directly affected;

(1) all matters related to ships surveys, inspections, certifications and/or renewal of statutory
certificates;
(2) the continued training of seafarers, revalidate certificates, including medical certificates, and
issuance of endorsements attesting recognition of certificates in accordance with the International
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for seafarers (STCW
Convention), 1978, as amended; and
(3) service period of Sri Lankan seafarers.
In light of the foregoing, the Merchant Shipping Secretariat has taken following pragmatic and practical
approach with regard to statutory certificates of Sri Lankan flagged ships issued by approved recognized
organizations on behalf of this administration, and the Sri Lankan seafarers’ certificates and contracts of
employment which will be expired before 30th April 2020.
1

2. Adopted Measures
(1)

Statutory certificates which will be expired before 30th April 2020 will be granted a general

extension till 31st May 2020. Owners or operators of Sri Lankan ships are not required to apply for the
extension.
(2)

Certificates of Competency (CoC), Certificates of Proficiency (CoP), Certificates of Recognition

(CoR) and Sri Lankan Medical certificates which will be expired before 30 th April 2020 will be granted a
general extension till June 2020. Seafarers are not required to apply for the extension.
(3)

Seafarers’ service period on board ships may be extended provided that such extension agreed by

the seafarer voluntary in writing and such extension should also be set out properly in the contract of
employment. All extensions shall be communicated to this administration within two weeks of sigining.

.
Issued on 22nd March 2020
Director General of Merchant Shipping
Merchant Shipping Secretariat
Ministry of Ports and Shipping
Tel
: +94-11-2435127 / +94-11-2430305
Fax
: +94-11-2435160
E-mail : dmsmos@sltnet.lk
Web : www.dgshipping.gov.lk
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Circular Letter No.4240
27 March 2020
To:

All IMO Members
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status

Subject:

Communication from the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt

The Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt has sent the attached communication, dated
24 March 2020, with the request that it is circulated by the Organization.
***

ANNEX

___________

